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M E E T O U R  AG E N TS
Combining local  market expert ise 

with a world renowned brand.
 

Stephen  
Murphy

917.841.9389

Donna
Simmons

401.439.0268

51 Sunset Boulevard
The Blackstone Team

$1,900,000
401.214.1524

622 Shermantown Road
Bridgette Soby

$2,995,000
401.662.7969

North Kingstown

Jamestown
63 Longfellow Road
Linda Supron

$1,950,000
401.378.1013

9 Compass Way, Unit #301
Donna Simmons

$1,220,000
401.439.0268

Westerly

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

mottandchace.com

South Kingstown

12 Sea Gate Drive
Erin Marsh

Narragansett
20 Plimpton Road
Claudia Phi lbrick

CONDO TO BE BUILT

$3,950,000
401.742.2667

WATERVIEWS

Expect Better.

Watch Hill
$3,700,000

401.225.4106

Erin   
Marsh

401.225.4106

WATERFRONT

110 Cove Point East
Michael  Himmel

OCEANFRONT

$1,650,000
401.391.9234

CharlestownNarragansett

WATER VIEWS
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TIDE MILL LANDINGS • NORTH KINGSTOWN

401-885-3950 | Visit us at TideMillLandings.com

Thoughtfully situated on 10 acres & priced from the upper $400’s  
This is your chance to Step UP to your Downsize & Customize your New Home.

 15 Luxury, Duplex Homes in North Kingstown, ready for Delivery in Spring 2021!





The Scoop
15 South Kingstown Land Trust’s 

latest conservation campaign

16 New travel column  

showcases festive Westerly

18 Holiday gift guide for  

your pet

20  The Public’s Radio: Affordable 

housing crisis in South County

22 CALENDAR: This month’s  

must-do’s

24 RHODY GEM: Build your  

own bouquet at this ‘Gansett  

flower shop

Life & Style
39 HOME: A historic home in EG  

gets a mindful update

46 ENTERTAINING:  Ideas for  

a holiday dinner by the fire   

48 SHOP: Places to buy and make 

handmade gifts

Food & Drink
53 Private experience transports 

diners to Middle Earth

54 A chat with Dan Hebert of 

W. Greenwich’s Dan’s Place

 

56 Delish deviled eggs for your 

holiday spread

South County Scenes
58 A stunning image from a local lens

ON THE COVER: Fondue Village at Ocean House is a uniquely South County experience, Photo courtesy of The Ocean House

In This Issue
So Rhode Island
December 2020

How out-of-the-box 
initiatives and grants  
are keeping COVID 
from stealing Christmas

Bundle Up 
and Be Merry!

29

Fondue Village at 
Ocean House, Watch Hill

Photo courtesy of The Ocean House

Photo courtesy of the 

South Kingstown Land Trust

Photo by Alex Morse
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 NOW BOOKING 
HOLIDAY APPOINTMENTS

49 South County Commons, South Kingstown • 782-2177
1051 Ten Rod Road  |  Wickford Junction  |  North Kingstown • 294-3177

HAIRCREWINC.COM

Holiday 
SPECIAL

$10 OFF COLOR 
SERVICE OR 

$5 OFF HAIRCUT
MENTION THIS AD

USING TOP OF THE LINE DAVINES COLOR

Visit Our Shop!

Interior Design Services  

Custom Sofas & Chairs
Quality Costruction, Made in America
Designer Fabrics & Wallpaper

Home Consultations
Unique Area Rugs

Custom Window Treatments

...starting at $295
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ONE OF NEW ENGLAND'S LARGEST CONSIGNMENT SHOPS

ANTIQUE TO MODERN ART • BOOKS • COLLECTIBLES • ELECTRONICS • FURNITURE 
GLASSWARE • KITCHENWARE • LINENS • MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS • POTTERY 

RUGS • STERLING FLATWARE AND HOLLOWARE • TOOLS • VINTAGE CLOTHING & MORE

Call 401-825-7670 to Consign Your Items 

TWO FLOORS  28,000 SQUARE FEET

65 Manchester Street, West Warwick
WED. – FRI. 10AM-5PM | SAT. 10AM-4PM 

SUN. 11AM-4PM | CLOSED MONDAYS & TUESDAYS 
For Terms visit:mikesestateservices.com/consign 

Cele!ate #e Holida$THE FARMER’S DAUGHTER

Festive Greens, Garland, Twigs & Berries
Seasonal Decor, Beautiful Handmade Wreaths

Our Own Fresh Cut Christmas Trees
Cut Your Own Christmas Tree

Weekends 9am-Dusk , Weekdays 2pm-Dusk

OPEN DAILY 9am - 6pm
716 Moores!eld Road (Rt. 138), South Kingstown, RI 02879

 401-792-1340    |    thefarmersdaughterri.com

Distribution Services
Special Delivery

Contributing Writers
Bob Curley

Karen Greco

Alex Morse

Alex Nunes

Publishers
Barry Fain
Richard Fleischer
John Howell

General Manager  
& Creative Director 
Nick DelGiudice
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Elyse Major

Managing Editor 
Megan Schmit
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Abbie Lahmers

Advertising 
Design Director
Layheang Meas

Senior Designer
Taylor Gilbert 

Editorial Designer
Abigail Brown

Looking for an internship?
Email Elyse@ProvidenceOnline.com

Contributing Photographers
PJ Dougherty

Harold Hatfield

John Woodmansee

Norman Joshua 
Photography

Interns
Gianni Dejesus

PROVIDENCE MEDIA INC.
1070 Main Street, Suite 302, Pawtucket RI 02860 
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Copyright ©2020 by Providence Media. 
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Follow Us:

Sign up for our weekly email:
SoRhodeIsland.com

@So_RIMag

@SoRhodeIsland

Sign up:
SoRhodeIsland.com

NEWSLETTER

ONLINE

Subscribe to our Hey Rhody 
email newsletter for: 
• Holiday must-do’s
• Online exclusives
• and more!

Web exclusive: Bristol’s Mount Hope 
Farm’s unexpected ties to the Mayflower 
and First Thanksgiving

Photo by PJ Dougherty
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28 Gilbane Street, Warwick • 884-4949  //  Chocolatedelicacy.com

FINE HANDMADE CHOCOLATES & HOLIDAY GIFTS

Call 884-4949 or check the website for current hours
494 Glen Rock Rd., W. Kingston 
401-783-2350  peterpots.com 
daily 10-5, Sundays 12-5 

peter pots pottery 

Homemade for the Holidays 
Give family and friends near and far 

everything needed for fluffy RI  
cornbread muffins nested in our  

practical 360° Mixing Bowl  
Visit our showroom or order online! 

BLINDS •  SHUTTERS •  SHADES 
DRAPES •  HOME AUTOMATION

BUDGET BLINDS OF WESTERLY 
BudgetBlinds.com/Westerly 

RI Registration # 41726

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE 
IN-HOME CONSULTATION!

401-213-3539

©2019 Budget Blinds, LLC, All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark 
of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise 
independently owned and operated. 1006 MAIN STREET, HOPE VALLEY • OPEN WED-SUN 10-4 • HOURS SUBJECT TO CHANGE • 539-7033

HACK & LIVERY
H General Store & Emporium H

IT WOULDN’T 
BE CHRISTMAS 

WITHOUT A  
TRIP TO HACK  

& LIVERY
 

COVID COMPLIANT

Present Coupon PRIOR To Check Out

Exp. 12/24/20 Excluding Sale Items & 
Gift Certificates. Limit One Per Household

1 SINGLE ITEM25% 
OFF
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Financial Planning 
Investment Management 
Retirement Plan Consulting

AS A FIDUCIARY, WE PROVIDE 
INDEPENDENT, UNBIASED ADVICE
Local Resident of South County

We offer a complimentary  
“Get Acquainted” meeting to  
describe our services, and to see 
if our services are right for you.

4259 Old Post Road, Unit 1 | Charlestown | 401-932-6941 | BreachwayInvestments.com 

WE’LL GIVE YOU SOMETHING TO SMILE ABOUT
Creating confident smiles 

is what we do best.

DR. MICHAEL FERRY IS AN 
INVISALIGN® PREFERRED PROVIDER.

HE TREATS BOTH CHILDREN AND ADULTS

599 Pontiac Avenue, Cranston • 781.2900 
25 South County Commons, Wakefield • 284.3033

For more information go to 
www.ferryortho.com

or call for your free initial exam.
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OODEN GIFTS   •  KNITW
EAR  •  PET GIFTS  •  CANDLES 

Unique Gifts Created  
By Local Artisans 

Items You Won’t Find Elsewhere! 

Fayerweather  
House 

Gift Shop 
Tues. – Sat. 10 to 5 

Sundays 12 to 4 
Christmas Eve ’til 2  

1859 Mooresfield Road  
(Rte. 138 at 108), Kingston 

Facebook.com/ 
FayerweatherCraftGuild 

401 789 9072 

SOAPS  •  JELLY  •  PECANS  •  CARDS 

GIFTS   •   QUILTING   •   JEWELRY 

Quality Chocolates  •  Gourmet Truffles 
Chocolate Novelties  •  Candy Trays & Gift Baskets

Student Care Packages  •  Corporate Gifts
Holiday  Novelties  •  Sugar Free Chocolates

Garden City (942-2720) & Wakefield (783-4433) • www.sweenorschocolates.com

We ship UPS anywhere in the US

IN STORE
ORDER ONLINE 
For quick in-store pickup

ONLINE FOR SHIPPING 
We recommend ordering early!

3 Ways
 To Shop
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For more information or to set up a tour, contact  
Admissions Director Sharon DeLuca at 401.789.9262, Ext 514. 

A Catholic, Diocesan, Coeducational,  
College-preparatory High School.
www.theproutschool.org

The Prout School
Wake!eld   |   Rhode Island

Discover the  
Prout Advantage!

Academic rigor, athletic opportunity and exceptional arts education!

A GREAT PLACE FOR YOURA GREAT PLACE FOR YOUR

Holiday Holiday ShoppingShopping

4820 Old Post Road, Charlestown  •  (401) 364-1060
fantasticumbrellafactory.com

Open daily 10am–5pm through December  |  Weekends In Jan. & Feb.

JEWELRY  |  CLOTHING  |  ACCESSORIES
WAMPUM, SOY CANDLES 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS  & PLENTY MORE!

Gifts From Around The World 
& Around The Corner!

CUSTOM FRAMING • FINE ART 
UNIQUE HAND-CRAFTED GIFTS

JEWELRY • POTTERY • HANDBAGS • STAINED GLASS
 KIDS GIFTS • FAIR TRADE • MORE

42 NARRAGANSETT AVENUE, JAMESTOWN
560-0090 •  FULLERGALLERY.COM

FULLER 
ART & FRAME 
GALLERY

Apply For Our 
Internship Programs

Writing • Marketing
Social Media
Photography

Graphic Design

SPOOKY    SOUTH     COUNTY

OCTOBER 2020  |  SoRhodeIsland.com

Pier Bungalow Inspo | Show Support in Pink |  Kicked-Up Cocktails

FREE

real-life haunted    sites to get you into     the Halloween spirit

>>  Rising Sea Levels>>  New Voting Platform>>  Pumpkin Spice Donuts To-Go

1313

+ Your Halloween   Must-Do’sSEPTEMBER 2020

SoRhodeIsland.com

Drive-In Craze Rolls On |  High Spirits in Westerly

FREE

URI
RETURNS

How South County 

is preparing for a 

new kind of semester

September

Must-Do's

P L U S :P L U S :

>> Farm-to-Food Truck on BI>> Sea Debris Turned Decor

>> Endless Summer Home Inspo

Cheers!
NOVEMBER 2020  •  SoRhodeIsland.com

+ Rhody Gem  |   Pet Adoption 101

FREE

Raising a glass
to South County’s 
craft beer scene

Shop Small Everyday |  Thanksgiving To-Go |  Hip Hotel Art |  Strapless Masks

Send résumé to
mail@providenceonline.com

magazines?HAVE A PASSION FOR 
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46 Holley Street, Suite 3, Wake!eld
401-284-0770 • AnchorPTRI.com 

Rhode Island's Choice 
For Orthopedic & 

Sports Rehabilitation

542 Kingstown Road 
South Kingstown

 932-9473  |  sweetaltheas.com

OPEN  
DAILY

ASSORTED SCRATCH MADE PASTRIES

 
breakfast 

sandwiches!

Open To 
The Public

1231 Kingstown Road, Peace Dale
789-1559 • JonnycakecCenter.org

  @JonnycakeCenter
Wed-Fri 10am-5pm | Sat 12pm-5pm

Donate. Shop.  
Feel Good.

Daily Arrivals Of Brand Name  
Apparel At Bargain Prices

NEWER, LARGER 
SPACE!

Artisan • Authentic 
Handcrafted

South County Commons, South Kingstown
401-783-2900 • PasqualesPizzeriaRI.com

Breakfast & Lunch
Dine-In • Takeout • Outdoor Seating

36 South County Commons Way
South Kingstown • 783-7888

RachelsCafeRI.com

Serving Breakfast All Day!
Monday–Saturday 7am–3pm

Sunday 7am–2pm

Quo Vadis Plaza·552 Kingstown Rd·Wakefield

401-789-6200
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM  Monday - Saturday

15% OFF 
CUSTOM FRAMING
RESTRICTIONS APPLY. MUST PRESENT

COUPON AT TIME OF ORDER. CAN NOT BE
FULFILLED ON ORDERS PAID IN FULL. NOT

TO BE COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS, PROMOTIONS, ETC.  

ORDER OF $100 OR MORE

20% OFF 
FRAMED ART

ONE GALLERY ITEM $100 OR MORE

CUSTOM FRAMING ∙ ANTIQUE MAPS ∙ GIFTS ∙ CARDS

EXPIRES 12/31/20

RESTRICTIONS APPLY. MUST PRESENT
COUPON AT TIME OF ORDER. CAN NOT BE
FULFILLED ON ORDERS PAID IN FULL. NOT

TO BE COMBINED WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS,
PROMOTIONS, ETC.  

EXPIRES 12/31/20

Follow us online to find out more info
about custom framing appointments!

www.picturethisgalleries.com
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so & so  |  calendar  |  rhody gem

The Scoop

If you’ve hiked the public access trail and taken in the pastoral views of mist settling over Weeden Farm or the carefully maintained wildlife habitats, 
you’ve experienced firsthand the rigorous, though often unpublicized, e!orts the South Kingstown Land Trust puts into the grounds. “During the 
pandemic, many people have rediscovered the essential role open space plays in the life of the community,” says the land trust’s executive director 
Julia Landstreet, noting the uptick in trail use these past months have seen. “SKLT kept all trails open last spring and many found them a treasured 
respite from a long gray winter and no social interaction.”

But maintenance and stewardship of the 97-acre parcel of land doesn’t come without costly projects managed by a nimble, mostly part-time 
sta!, which is where SKLT’s Capital Campaign – Build Now, Protect Forever – comes into play. Among other long-term stewardship functions, the 
main goal is to build a new facility on Weeden Farm, which will complement the area’s historic sense of place in design, to house maintenance 
equipment and serve as a sta! hub of collaborative output. “From this facility and with increased proximity to the barn, SKLT will be able to o!er 
additional educational programs, field trips, consultation for farmers, and land stewards,” says Landstreet. 

Beyond o!ering a naturally socially distanced space for folks to escape to this past year, Weeden Farm’s uses are numerous. “There are tenants 
who farm corn, hay, and row crops. One who pastures livestock. There are wildlife research projects, pollinator patches, managed habitat, carefully 
restored historic stone walls, and a public access trail,” says Landstreet. She explains that SKLT also plays a critical role in local food access: “Rhode 
Island has the most expensive farmland in the country and we work to help farmers secure funding that helps protect the land for future genera-
tions and provides valuable capital support for their operations.”

To facilitate their wide-ranging functions, having sta! on-hand in an accessible, centrally located campus will help ensure a legacy of land stew-
ardship for future generations to enjoy and foster awareness of the natural world. Through December, a generous donor is matching all gifts, up 
to $100,000, raised for the Capital Campaign to help SKLT meet their $1 million goal. And if the outdoors are calling to you, volunteers are always 
appreciated, too. “This winter, we hope to enlist volunteers to help us clean the invasive exotic plants from the building site and other properties 
in our care,” says Landstreet. “Winter may be cold, but it is a great time to get outside and enjoy the beauty of South Kingstown.” To donate, visit 
SKLT.org/SupportSKLT/Capital-Campaign | By Abbie Lahmers

SOWING SEEDS OF STEWARDSHIP
The South Kingstown Land Trust raises funds for new facilities to expand community engagement

Photo courtesy of the South Kingstown Land Trust
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Some say that Rhode Islanders don’t 
like going anywhere more than 10 min-
utes from home, but with the travel bug 
biting, many of us are now looking for 
in-state ideas for an afternoon, daytrip, 
or staycation. Each month, Bob Curley, 
author of 100 Things to Do in Rhode 
Island Before You Die, will share about 
places to go within our own state border 
– starting this month with a place in your 
own “backyard” – Westerly.

The holiday season may be first and fore-
most about faith and family, but there’s 
also a yearning for simpler times woven 
into our Christmas celebrations and rit-
uals. When I’m in the mood for some re-
al-world Peace on Earth, for example, I 
enjoy a silent night of walking the streets 
of Newport, with the windows of its co-
lonial homes lit by flickering candles. But 
when I’m channeling Dickens - and may-
be a little Ralphie Parker - I prefer to bun-
dle up and head down to Westerly.

In normal times, Westerly comes alive 
during the holidays with a shopping 
stroll, Santa’s arrival in Dixon Square, 
and a concert by the Chorus of West-
erly. But while things will be different in 
2020, even COVID-19 can’t kill the spirit 
of Christmas.

Santa Claus will still be coming to town, 
but this year he’ll be greeting kids in a 
drive-through event at the Ocean Com-
munity Chamber of Commerce that will 
also feature a light display and an out-
door holiday market. “Westerly is com-
mitted to maintaining the magic of the 
holidays and salvaging every time-hon-
ored tradition that we can,” says Cham-
ber President Lisa Konicki.

As always, historic Wilcox Park will be 
open until 9pm nightly so you can wan-
der the manicured grounds of the Victo-
rian-era park to visit the town’s Christ-
mas tree - it’s particularly beautiful with 
a dusting of snow on the ground. The 
outdoor Washington Trust Community 
Skating Rink on Main Street will be open 

The Scoop  |   so & so  •  By Bob Curley

Rhode Trippin’ to Westerly
The seaside town transforms for Christmastime with shopping, tradition, and no shortage of cheer
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CROWNS IN

ONE VISIT

24 Salt Pond Road, Suite G-2, Wake!eld
Phone: 214-0880 • Fax: 401-213-8770

email: info@nealwrogoldmd.com • nealwrogoldmd.com

• ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS •

Happy Holidays
From Our “Dental Family” To Yours

SCHEDULE YOUR CLEANING  
& CHECK-UP TODAY!

ACCEPTING MOST DENTAL INSURANCE.  
CALL THE OFFICE FOR MORE DETAILS

Newly installed air !ltration system to protect  
everyone's health (that uses ActivePure Technology) 

Extra oral evacuation units which minimizes aerosol production

New safety features have been implemented  
to protect against the Coronavirus

CEREC (single visit crowns)
DIGITAL XRAYS

for socially distanced skating all winter 
long, as well. Hot chocolate is served to 
keep you warm between laps, or you can 
pick up coffee at the Savoy Bookstore & 
Cafe or some hot cider at Perks & Corks, 
both on High Street.

Downtown’s compact business district 
is right-sized for holiday gift shopping, 
with favorites like Christina’s Ltd. and 
Woodmansee’s gift boutique housed in 
beautiful brick-faced storefronts rem-
iniscent of an English market town. On 
the other hand, Westerly’s grand public 
buildings, including the columned post 
office and the elegant town library, offer 
season’s greetings from classic small-
town America - perfect for a nostalgic 
walk on tree-lined streets lit with festive 
white lights.

As usual, Westerly’s Ocean House 
- along with its sister hotel the Weeka-
paug Inn - is going all out for the hol-
idays. The grand Victorian hotel in 
Watch Hill will raise a Christmas tree 
of its own on Thanksgiving weekend, 
kicking off a season of holiday events 
including classes on making ginger-
bread houses, Christmas centerpieces,  
and yule logs.

Kids can have Sunday brunch with 
Santa at either hotel, and special menus 
will be offered for a Christmas Eve Feast 
of the Fishes, along with Christmas Day 
brunch and dinner. The Weekapaug Inn’s 
Cinema Under the Stars series will fea-
ture holiday movies like Elf, It’s a Won-
derful Life, and Miracle on 34th Street.

If ever there was a year to say good-
bye to, it’s 2020. The Ocean House sends 
the old year packing in style with a New 
Year’s Eve dinner and New Year’s Day 
brunch, though you’ll have to book a 
weekend stay to join the party. Feeling 
hopeful about 2021? Cozy up to a dune at 
nearby Napatree Point to greet the sun-
rise on January 1 (or maybe do your own 
personal polar plunge?), then warm up at 
the Cooked Goose, one of the state’s top 
breakfast joints. 



18     SORhodeIsland.com  •  December 2020

3 KEYES WAY, WEST WARWICK
(Down the street from Cardi's Furniture) 

401-250-3595  CAMPBOWWOW.COM

Book Your  
Pup Now

PREMIER DOG BOARDING & DOG DAY CAMP,  
WHERE YOUR PUP REAPS THE BENEFITS  

OF EXERCISE & SOCIALIZATION

FOR THE  
HOLIDAYS!

*Owned 

by a Canine 

& Feline 

Nutritionist!

\Holistic Pet Boutique & Supply Shop*

Come visit us!

Rhode Island’s Only

Where everything edible is Made in the USA!Where everything edible is Made in the USA!

401.539.8080
91 Kingstown Rd. (Rte. 138) 

Richmond, RI 02898
   www.FetchRI.com 

401.539.8080
91 Kingstown Rd. (Rte. 138) 

Richmond, RI 02898
   www.FetchRI.com 

For most of us, our pet isn’t just a pet – they’re 
a member of the family. So when you’re buy-
ing gifts for the holidays, chances are you 
have an extra stocking to fill with toys and 
treats. Skip the big-box stores and opt for any 
of these specialty small, family-owned retail-
ers that put fur-babies first, selling whimsical 
goodies like gingerbread snacks, plush toys, 
and festive collars.

A’S AQUATICS & PETS
Find themed treats galore like a variety 
of wholesome Bark Bars snack packs for 
Christmas or Hanukkah, like gingerbread 
treats made to look like Santa’s milk and 
cookies, and latkes and applesauce-fla-
vored ones in the shape of dreidels. North 
Kingstown, AquaticsAndPetStore.com

ALLIE’S FEED, FARM & PET
While this farm supply store is stocked 
with goods for equine and livestock, it 
also boasts an inventory of local prod-
ucts for both humans and their animal  

companions. Around the holidays, look for 
red-and-green collars by Creative Works 
RI, Christmas dog biscuits, flu!y toys 
shaped like Santa and Rudolph, and even a 
nugget wreath for wild birds! North Kings-
town, ShopAllies.com

CRITTER HUT AQUARIUM & PETS
For 40 years Critter Hut has catered to 
every kind of pet – whether feathered, 
finned, or furry. Browse their collection of 
everyday supplies, but don’t miss Christ-
mas specials like all-natural peanut butter 
dog treats formed into trees and stock-
ings. Wakefield, Facebook: Critter Hut

FETCH RI
This boutique pet store has no shortage 
of stocking stuffers: festive squeaky and 
plush toys, treats shaped like “lumps of 
coal” or flavored with pumpkin and cran-
berry, and even an advent calendar for 
man’s best friend filled with a variety of 
goodies. Richmond, FetchRI.com

Rhody
Pets

The Scoop  |   rhody pets  •  By Megan Schmit  |   Brought to you by Camp Bow Wow

Howl-iday Gift Guide
As you’re making your list and checking it twice, 
make sure to grab a special something for your pet

Henry (L) and Lucy (R) from South Kingstown

Tag your pet pics with #HeyRhodyPhotos 
for a chance to be featured
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Surgery • Dentistry • Wellness Exams 
Acupuncture & Chinese Herbal Medicine 

Behavior and Nutritional Consults

 5001B South County Trail, Charlestown 
364-BARK (2275)  • AtlanticAnimalHospital.com 

Seychelle Hoffer, DVM, CVA

 Sheila Tucker, DVM

Atlantic Animal Hospital 
& Wellness Center

OFFERING CURBSIDE SERVICE

BARK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL 
BE LOCAL

Eco-friendly dog and cat food,
toys, beds, and more…

102 Main Street, East Greenwich

(401) 885-6259
BoneAppetitDogBakery.com

$5 OFF
ANY PURCHASE OF 

$25 OR MORE*
*One coupon per family please. O!er valid thru 12/31/20. 

No cash value. Cannot be combined with other o!ers.

to feel like a REALLY BIG DEAL.

daycare
THIS HOLIDAY

give your PUP THE GIFT OF

HOLIDAY GIFT CARD SPECIAL
For every $50 in gift cards purchased,  

get a $10 bonus card!
O!er valid December 1-24, 2020. Bonus cards must be redeemed from January 1 - March 31, 2021

30 Jefferson Blvd, Warwick  |  401-903-4900  |  Dogtopia.com/Warwick

SPONSORED BY 

3 Keyes Way, West Warwick
CampBowWow.com

401.250.3595

ISLAND ANIMAL
Get the stocking itself – covered in felt 
green bones or fish – and everything to 
go in it, including toys for your feline pal, 
like a durable twisted candy cane kick 
stick and mini catnip toys. Jamestown, 
Facebook: Island Animal

BONE APPETIT
This eco-friendly dog store has toys galore 
for your pup: plushies with holiday senti-
ments (Peace, Jolly, Merry, and Believe), 
personalities (Naughty or Nice), and shapes 
like gingerbread men and elves, plus plenty 
of festive wholesome biscuits. East Green-
wich, BoneAppetitDogBakery.com  

Fetch RI
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Deb moved to South County from Massachu-
setts two-and-a-half years ago, looking for a 
new start by the ocean. With a background in 
nursing, she decided to start a footcare business. 

She made connections, had brochures pro-
fessionally made, and was getting ready to 
launch. Then the COVID-19 pandemic hit, and 
because of a pre-existing lung condition, Deb 
put her plans on hold out of fear of being in-
fected. With no income, she lost the place she 
was renting in Charlestown.

“I didn’t have  a place to live,” said Deb, 
whose full name is not being used to pro-
tect her privacy. “And so some friends drove 
700 miles from Virginia and helped pack me 
up and took me back to their home so that I 
would have a place to lay my head.”

Deb said she’s adamant about remaining 
positive and hopes to soon be back in Rhode 
Island, where she’s left her belongings with a 
friend. But she said her situation is shocking. As 
a nurse and volunteer, Deb’s used to being the 
person who helps other people.

“I actually consider myself very privi-
leged,” she said by phone. “I never expected 
to be in the position that I’m in. There’s only 
one place left and that’s up.”

In the months since the pandemic hit, stories 
like Deb’s have become more common. 

On a recent weekday, Hattie Fairbanks, hous-
ing navigator at the WARM Center in Westerly, 
read over a list of people who have come to 
the homeless shelter and social services agen-
cy for emergency housing assistance. 

“Almost everyone here says lost wages?-
COVID, lost wages?COVID,” Fairbanks said. 
“We have [a] mother and two children in a 
hotel. She lost her income due to COVID. We 
have a young couple. Both lost their jobs be-
cause of COVID. There’s a tremendous COVID 
impact on the list that I’m looking at.” 

Fairbanks spends her days searching for af-
fordable apartments, working with landlords 
who have helped her clients in the past, placing 
people in motels, and connecting clients with 
assistance programs. 

She said she sees one to two new cases every 
day and already has a list some 500 cases long. 

“I would say, right now, we’re up by 20 per-
cent in the numbers of people that we’re seeing 
who are at risk of becoming homeless or who 
have become homeless,” said Russ Partridge, 
executive director of the WARM Center. 

[DISCLOSURE: The author’s wife serves 
on the WARM Center Board of Directors.]

Partridge said more people are strug-
gling to make rent because of cuts to the 
tourism and service industries, economic 
drivers in South County. 

According to the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Labor and Training, between March 
9 and September 12, more than 2,600 
Washington County residents previously 
employed in the leisure and hospitality sec-
tor filed for unemployment insurance.

“These are people who are new,” Partridge 
said. “So they’re coming in really frightened 
that A: they may not get the answers that they 
need and get the resources that they need, but 

in the end, they may become homeless.”
Sarah Cote, of the Jonnycake Center so-

cial services agency in Westerly, said the 
COVID-19 pandemic is “exacerbating a sit-
uation, as it relates to a"ordable housing, 
that I think has already existed in this area, 
and we’re just seeing it more acutely now.” 

Excluding Block Island, all Washington Coun-
ty towns are short of the state’s goal of having 
10 percent of a municipality’s housing stock 
qualify as low-and moderate-income housing, 
and a majority of towns are below six percent.

“All of the communities in South County are 
well above what people can a"ord,” said Brenda 
Clement, executive director of HousingWorks RI. 

A major problem is the fact that many 
property owners can get more renting to 
college students during the school year and 
vacationers in the summer. 

Alice Buckley, executive director of the Wash-
ington County Community Development Corpo-
ration, said the current housing sales boom has 
also made it harder for her organization to buy 

The Scoop  |   so & so  •  By Alex Nunes

COVID-19 amplifies a"ordable housing crisis in RI’s South County
In the higher-priced coastal areas, more people are facing housing insecurity, turning to temporary assistance, 
shelter beds, motel stays, and friends’ couches to keep a roof overhead. Some fear the situation could get worse.

In partnership with The Public’s Radio

Charlene Traynum in the front 
yard of her South Kingstown home
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new properties to create more a!ordable units.
“The availability is just not there,” Buck-

ley said. “The prices are quite high and they 
sell pretty quickly. You really need to have 
a seller who is somewhat passionate about 
affordable housing.”

Last month, the CDC issued an eviction 
moratorium through the end of the year, 
but renters need to submit a declaration 
to their landlord to be protected, continue 
to make what payments they can, and pay 
back rent when the order expires. 

With uncertainty around a government 
stimulus package and the possibility of a 
COVID-19 resurgence looming, some wor-
ry the situation could get worse for people 
facing housing insecurity. 

Charlene Traynum, of South Kingstown, says 

she can empathize with people struggling, be-
cause she’s faced her own housing challenges.

On a recent weekday, she toured her 
backyard with a reporter, pointing out veg-
etables growing in the garden. 

“We have corn this year. We have red cab-
bage, regular cabbage,” she said.

Traynum lives with her husband and kids 
in a single family house with a big yard in 
the back for her dog to play in. 

But, last year she was scrambling after 
her landlord decided to sell the home she’d 
been in for 11 years. Rental prices elsewhere 
in town were high, and she spent months 
trying to find a place she could a!ord. 

In the end, she signed a lease on a new 
place, but, at nearly $1,800 a month, it’s 
about $450 more than she was paying. Still, 

she says, she’s grateful.
“I’m happy. I’m secure. I’m in a good place,” 

Traynum said. “Hopefully, from this point, I’ll be 
able to go into purchasing my own [home]?that’s 
the goal. We don’t ever want to have to do this 
again. It’s the worst feeling in the world.”

Traynum said her experience has also in-
spired her to push for changes that could help 
other people in South Kingstown. 

“I’m just becoming a stronger advocate,” she 
said. “I need to make a di!erence. I need to 
help somewhere. To change it, you got to be 
involved in your community. You have to know 
what’s going on in your community.” 

Earlier this year, Traynum joined the South 
Kingstown Housing Authority. She has several 
goals, and one is to push for more a!ordable 
housing in the town.

The WARM Center homeless shelter 
and social services agency in Westerly
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Registered Representative, securities offered through Cambridge Invest-
ment Research, Inc., a Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors, Inc., a 
Registered Investment Advisor. Cambridge and Castaldi Financial Solutions, 
Inc. are not affiliated. 

 12 Canal St., Suite 104, Westerly, RI 02891 
401 596 6600  

Lifetime income    
strategies for retirees 

Financial planning 

Retirement planning 

Elder long term care    
solutions 

Strategic asset       
management 

We hope you & your families are safe 
during these unprecedented times!  
Call us at 401 596 6600 so we can       

address any questions or concerns.    
Be well and be safe!  

 

 

 

 
Ray Castaldi 
Financial Advisor 

 

sgroomeart 
@gmail.com

401-464-1016
      @sgroomeart

      Scott Groome  
      The Artist

PET PORTRAITS
By Scott Groome

MADE  
IN RHODE  
ISLAND!

HAND 
PAINTED!

The Scoop  |   calendar  •  By Abbie Lahmers

THE MUST LIST

Bosgraaf Stained Glass Studio’s Holiday Sale will feature festive, colorful 
glass works by student artists, with a portion of proceeds benefiting 
the Jonnycake Center. Peace Dale, BosgraafStudio.com

Downcity strolls 
for Open Air Saturdays continue through 
the holiday season, with even more craft 
vendors, live entertainment, and a pop-up 
beer garden at Grant’s Block. Providence, 
InDowncity.com

Stroll through shops 
among lit luminaries at Tiverton Four 
Corners during Holiday Bright Night, and 
take in their festive re-Tree art installation 
in the village through December 18. 
Tiverton, TivertonFourCorners.com

While the Polar 
Express will stay at the station until next 
year, the Search for Santa river ride is a new, 
socially distant holiday experience aboard 
the Blackstone Valley Explorer. Central 
Falls, BlackstoneValleyPolarExpress.com

Peruse wares 
made by some of New England’s finest 
artisans at the Providence Artisans Holiday 
Show, which takes place in the open 
space of Hope Artiste Village. Pawtucket, 
Facebook: Providence Artisans Market

For a statewide 

listing of events 

visit us online!

HeyRhody.com
December 5-6: 

Through December: December 4:

Through December: December 6, 13 & 20: 

5 essential events happening this month
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Island Realty

4 East Ferry Wharf, Jamestown ~ 401.423.2200 ~ islandrealtyri.com

Jamestown. Unique approach to contemporary coastal design. Expansive views of Narraganse! Bay are highlighted by 
"oor-to-ceiling windows. #e home is bright & airy, with soaring 16’ ceilings and spacious "oor plan. An open kitchen 

and second butler’s kitchen o$er ease in entertaining. Custom details including Valor %replace with steel surround, 
"oating stairs, and 3 car garage with glass & steel doors. Beautiful 1.35 acre grounds. $2,750,000 (MLS #1260455)

Jamestown. Just up the street from Mackerel Cove beach and town. #e renovated contemporary interior features a first 
%rst "oor en suite bedroom, sleek kitchen, great room with vaulted ceiling and gas fireplace. Four additional bedrooms, 
including 1 en suite, are on the second "oor. #e %nished basement has a full bath and separate entrance. #e expansive 

rear deck overlooks a pastoral backyard. Oversized 2 car garage and outdoor shower. $1,795,000  (MLS #1264714)

 
December, 2020 
88pts & Best Buy 

Saperavi  
Premium

RI is a New Chapter in  RI is a New Chapter in  
the Story of Legendary Wines  the Story of Legendary Wines  
from the Country of Georgiafrom the Country of Georgia

HOW BOLD ARE  
YOUR GRAPES?

saperavi.com
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STEMS
Flower Shop

STEMS
1171 Boston Neck Road, Narragansett
StemsGansett@gmail.com
StemsRI.com  •  @StemsGansettRI

What it is:
Specializing in build-your-own or flo-
rist-made bouquets, browse seasonal 
flowers, plants, and succulents, along 
with gifts, candles, and cards.

Where to find it: 
Watch for the quaint storefront along 
Boston Neck Road, just north of Bonnet 
Shores in the heart of the Narragansett 
beach community.

What makes it a Rhody Gem?
In a shop with a motto of “pick your own 
happiness,” there are plenty of blossoms to 
choose from to create your own bouquet. 
Owner and master gardener Laura Reilly set 
out to create an experience beyond your typ-
ical trip to the florist by outfitting the shop 
in clusters of individual seasonal stems to ar-
range along with pre-styled “Grab n’ Go” bou-
quets. A DIY floral centerpiece makes a great 
personalized hostess gift for the holidays, 
along with plenty of hand-crafted gifts and 
cards available to choose from. “I love to sup-
port the local artists that sell their goods here, 
and the shoppers love the small town vibe the 
shop has to o!er,” Reilly explains. “There’s no 
corner untouched by some plant or gift that 
can be shared with others.” While safety pro-
cedures are in place inside, folks are also wel-
come to call ahead to have an arrangement 
made and ready to pick up curbside.
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The Scoop  |   rhody gem

To submit your Rhody Gem, please 
email Abbie@ProvidenceOnline.com

We’re on the hunt for Rhody Gems! Every 
neighborhood has that secret, hidden, cool 
and unusual, or hole-in-the-wall spot that 
locals love. Email or tag us on social media 
using #RhodyGem to suggest yours, and 
we might just feature it!
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140 POINT JUDITH ROAD • NARRAGANSETT
792.9309 • CIGARBOXLTD.COM  

AT MARINER SQUARE

A Wide Selection Of Fine 
Cigars, Humidors, Lighters & 
Various Smoking Accessories

EVERYONE LOVES A 
GOOD SMOKE

LOTS OF GIFT IDEAS 
FOR THE CIGAR LOVER 

Celebrating 20 years!

M-F 9-5 / Sat 9-2
Open Most Holidays 
t (401) 789-1086 / f (401) 789-5344
Narragansett Medical Building 
@ the Narragansett Rotary
360 Kingstown Road Suite 104
Narragansett, RI 02882

Monica L. Gross, MD, MPH 
Maria A. Como, APRN, CNP

40 Ocean Road, Narragansett

789.0700  |  thecoastguardhouse.com

SEASONAL SPECIALS

Prime Time 
SUNDAY & MONDAY

Vintage Tuesday 
30% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE

Candlelight Nights 
SECOND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 
Wellington Wednesday 

Throwback Thursday

Sea Food   Sea Friends   Sea View

OUTDOOR DINING OPEN  

Weather Permitting

Famous 
Brand Name  

Clothing, 
Fraction Of The 

Regular Price! 

10am-5pm
OPEN EVERYDAY

NARRAGANSETT 
1175 Boston Neck Road • 401-782-1110

OPEN DAILY • PORT OF GALILEE 
NARRAGANSETT • 401-783-2306 
www.GEORGESOFGALILEE.COM

EAT FISH! LOVE LIFE!
Appy Hour 

Monday-Friday 3-6pm
Half Price Apps & $1 Raw Bar, Drink Specials
Complimentary Champagne Toast at Sunset!

GET YOUR 
Holiday Gifts

865 BOSTON NECK ROAD, NARRAGANSETT
789-8153  •  TWINWILLOWSRI.COM

TEE SHIRTS  /  SWEATSHIRTS  /  GIFT CARDS
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Most Insurances Accepted  
Family Dentistry For All Ages

ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS

a family practice improving smiles

Dr. Jennifer A. Torbett, DMD Dr. Salvatore Rizzuto, DMD

41 East Avenue, Westerly  • 596-0319 • CrestviewDentalAssociates.com

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR TOP PRIORITY 
We have made changes to our practice in an effort to keep our  
patients, team members, and our community safe and healthy.

Supporting Families.
Funding Research

Since 2013

Providing financial assistance  
to the parents of children  

battling brain cancer

Honoring the children who  
suffer from cancer and fight  
everyday. Our hopes are to  
make a day in the life of a  
family suffering from cancer  

a little bit brighter

For more information or to 
donate, please visit our website

CorysCrusaders.org

8194 Post Road, North Kingstown, RI  |   401.294.4494  |   www.wickfordkandb.com
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Personal & Home Accessories, Entertaining Essentials, Clothing

Tuesday–Saturday 10am-5pm  •  Closed Sunday & Monday
673 Kingstown Road Wakefield • 401.783.7388 • StoreFour.net

Bring Beautiful Decor to Your  
Home This Holiday Season

OPEN YEAR ROUND

FREE 
$20 GIFT CARD

WITH PURCHASE OF EVERY $100

FREE 
$10 GIFT CARD 

WITH PURCHASE OF EVERY $50

85 BROWN STREET, WICKFORD  • 294-7900 • WICKFORDONTHEWATER.COM     

MON-THURS:11AM–8PM  
FRI-SAT: 8AM–9PM  (BREAKFAST 8AM–11AM)

 SUN: 8AM–8PM  (BREAKFAST 8AM–11AM)

WE ARE Expanding! 
CHECK OUT FB FOR DETAILS AS THEY COME!

Holiday Gift Card Offer! 

532 Kingstown Road
Wakefield • 401-789-4108

www.UniversalNailSpa.com
Mon-Sat 9am-7pm, Sun 10am-5pm

Pleasant. Friendly. 
Relax and Be Pampered
PINK & WHITE • GEL LIQUID

MANICURE • PEDICURE
SHELLAC MANICURE

WAXING & MORE!

MANICURE 
& PEDICURE
EXPIRES 1/31/21

$3 
OFF 

Universal 
Nails
Professional 

Nail Care For Ladies 
and Gentlemen

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL 

Specializing in 
CUTTING & 
COLORING 
for men & women 

BONNET OVERLOOK • 401-301-2835
750 BOSTON NECK ROAD, NARRAGANSETT

Following all COVID Procedures for 
A SAFE SALON ENVIRONMENT

MAURA’S 
HAIR SALON 



Happy Holidays From Our Family to Yours!

State of the Art Lasers for 
Hair Removal, Skin Resurfacing, 

Rosacea, Scars, Wrinkles  
& Sun Damage

Botox® 
Dysport®

Facial Fillers 
Microneedling

Acne & Melasma Peels 
Benign Lesion Removal

And Now... 
Regenerative Medicine

ALL TREATMENTS PERFORMED BY DR. VALERIE TOKARZ,  
BOARD-CERTIFIED DERMATOLOGIST & LASER EXPERT. 

1485 South County Trail • East Greenwich • 401-886-5277 • TokarzDerm.com   

Gift Cards Available



MAKINGMAKING
MERRYMERRY
MAKINGMAKING
MERRYMERRY

This holiday season relies on 
creativity, bundling up, and 
thinking outside the box

By 
Elyse Major

The Farmer’s Daughter 
Photo by Elyse Major

MAKING
MERRY



 
it’s been a rough year. But December doesn’t know that – it 
just knows that it has a page on the calendar preloaded with 
special days. First comes Hanukkah, then Winter Solstice, 
then Christmas Eve and Christmas Day; Kwanzaa begins, and 
finally there’s New Year’s Eve. And while we’re advised that 
our in-person gatherings should be limited to only the people 
we live with, many holiday activities and events will be held 
outdoors – some for the first time ever – thanks in large part 
to Take It Outside grants, a statewide initiative totaling $3.1 
million in awards to help businesses increase outdoor activity 
while reducing the transmission rate of COVID-19. 

Rhode Island Commerce Secretary Stefan Pryor stated, “We 
were encouraged by applicants’ creativity in proposing so many 
clever and practical ways to help businesses overcome COVID- 
and climate-related challenges. We thank all of the organiza-
tions that applied and are finding ways to take it outside and 
keep commerce going.” The awardees were selected following 
a request for proposal bidding process in which Commerce re-
ceived 85 applications. In addition to the grants awarded, select 
intermediary organizations like Chambers of Commerce were 
awarded funds with increased flexibility to meet the unique 
needs of the business communities.

GET 
OUT  DOORS

This assortment of unique things to do is sure to get 
you out of those yoga pants and pajama bottoms. 
Some require reservations so be sure to plan ahead.

CARRIAGE RIDE
Had it with 2020? Go back in time and enjoy a clip clop 
through historic Wickford via horse-drawn carriage. Up to 
four passengers can ride with a reservation. Check the website 
for added dates and info. Wickford, NewDealCarriage.com

SCENIC SNAPS
Need a last-minute Christmas card or even a Zoom background? 
Dress warmly and head to one of many scenic locations for some 
coastal picture-taking fun. Some ideas: the beach, a main street, a 
park, or one of the area’s many lighthouses. If you’re on Instagram, tag 
your pics with #HeyRhodyPhotos because we just might share them.

Fondue Village
Photo courtesy of The Ocean House

Let’s not pull any punches;



GET 
OUT  DOORS

BOOK SMART
Avoid the brown box and opt for a brown-han-
dled paper bag instead. Bookstores could really 
use your patronage this season and South County 
has some real gems: !e Book Garden, Wickford; 
Books on the Pond, Charlestown; Island Bound 
Bookstore, Block Island; Savoy Bookshop & Cafe, 
Westerly; and Wake"eld Books.

SEASONAL INSPO
Mask up, follow the arrows, and enjoy wander-
ing the enchanting greenhouse displays at The 
Farmer’s Daughter. You are sure to leave with 
ideas on how to use greenery in your holiday 
decor indoors and out, and most likely with a 
gift or three as well.

SWISS TREAT
With their inventive Fondue Village, the Ocean 
House has created a private dining experience sure 
to satisfy any wanderlust. More than just the com-
munal pot dish of melted chocolate or cheese you 
might expect, picture a cluster of fully restored 
vintage ski gondolas out"tted in cabin-meets-glam 
style, serving private four-course meals with a per-
sonal server. Watch Hill, OceanHouseRI.com

BRIGHT SPOTS
Love to cruise around and look at lights? Head 
to Downtown Westerly for their drive-thru 
Holiday Light Trail. Leave the car and wander 
Wickford for their Dickens-inspired Festival of 
Lights, or Bowen’s Wharf in Newport. 

MIDDLE EARTH
Imagine Bilbo Baggins of J.R.R. Tolkien’s !e Hobbit has 
invited you to the Shire for a meal, only it’s in Richmond 
(not Middle Earth) and instead of Elevenses, you’re being 
served a "ve-course meal complemented with Maker’s 
Mark bourbon. It all happens behind a round wooden 
door nestled into a hillside, but you can’t just barge in – 
you need to make a reservation. Read more on page 53. 
Richmond, PreserveSportingClub.com

TREE FARMS
What’s a near-perfect outdoor shopping experience? Head-
ing to a Christmas Tree Farm. Not only will you enjoy 
some fresh air and quiet, but you’ll also be supporting local 
agriculture. If you’re a fresh tree fan, you may already have 
a favorite farm, but if not visit the Rhode Island Christmas 
Tree Growers Association website for listings.  
RIChristmasTrees.com

PRIVATE SCREENING
Feel like a celebrity when you book the Odeum for a 
private movie screening for up to 15 people. Packages 
even include a marquee message up in lights!  
GreenwichOdeum.com

Santa’s Helpers sightings in 
Narragansett? Visit @p.ee.j 
on Instagram for peeks.
Photo by PJ Dougherty



The Rhode Island Hospitality Association used 
their grant to launch the #BYOBlanket campaign. 
“For those customers who enjoy outdoor dining but 
don’t love the cooler temperatures, we hope these 
blankets and additional supplies will encourage them 
to continue to enjoy al fresco dining well into the fall, 
and that the extension of the outdoor dining season 
provides much-needed relief to restaurant operators 
throughout the state,” says Dale J. Venturini, Pres-
ident/CEO of RIHA. The group astutely partnered 
with Ocean State Job Lot to purchase blankets and 
hand warmers at a significant discount, allowing 
them to stretch the dollars they received. 

“People are loving the BYOBlanket once we ex-
plain how it is supposed to work to them,” says Karen   
Recene, manager of The Pub in Matunuck. “We have 
given out a ton of blankets.” Kate Sheridan, owner 
of The Shanty restaurant in Warwick, is also a fan of 
the program. “In an uncertain time for everyone, the 
campaign has brought a little normalcy back to our 
guests and staff. We get to continue to serve our spin 
on comfort food in an atmosphere guests are most 
comfortable with right now,” she says. 

#BYOBlanket: Martha Sechio 
and Jennifer Farley Braica 
enjoying a brisk night out on 
the patio of The Shanty
Photo courtesy of Alyssa Botelho

The Pub in Matunuck
Photo courtesy of The Pub

Fondue Village
Photo courtesy of The Ocean House



INDOOR
FUN

ZOOM BACKGROUNDS
Spending time with friends and family via 
Zoom this year? Infuse a little cheer with a 
Rhody Rhody Rhody background from URI 
(Web.URI.Edu), Providence murals (!eAve-
nueConcept.org), or upload your own photo 
and follow instructions at Support.Zoom.US.

VIRTUAL STORYTIME
The Louttit Library in West Greenwich 
has a YouTube channel (LouttitLibrary) 
where you can get snuggly with the kids 
and listen to Storytime with Miss Steph-
anie any time. Visit OSLRI.org for links 
to libraries all over the state and see what 
they’re offering , which could even be take-
away craft kits with instructions.

CLASSICS FROM THE COUCH
Not even a pandemic can end Trinity Rep’s 43-year history of 
presenting A Christmas Carol. !e company has created an 
online version o"ered free of charge to everyone this month. 
!e Gamm !eatre is collaborating with !e Public’s Radio to 
co-produce and bring back It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play for broadcast over the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. 
!is special production will be performed once again as a 1940s 
radio play, but recorded for actual broadcast. TrinityRep.com; 
GammTheatre.org

WRAP WITH LESS WASTE
In this year’s wrapping mix, consider buying yards of light-
weight fabric to bundle presents in a very green way; use ribbon 
for hand-tied bows to complete the look. Check out Inside 
Style in South Kingstown, !e Remnant Shop in Hope Valley, 
and Sew Op in Wickford for supplies.

Once you’re back inside, this round-up of 
cozy fun offers ways to keep traditions 
going and perhaps start some new ones.

Photo by PJ Dougherty



“We’re thrilled to be awarded 
this grant as we will be able to help 
many businesses purchase items 
that help defray their unforeseen 
costs of operating their business 
outside due to the pandemic,” said 
Kristin Urbach, Executive Director 
of the North Kingstown Chamber 
of Commerce, which has been 
awarded a $100,000 state grant in 
support of two programs. The first 
will serve as an intermediary for 
Chamber members and non-mem-
ber local businesses to apply for 
the procurement and purchasing 
of eligible expenses – things like 
chairs, tables, heat lamps, tents, 
and PPE – to expand their outdoor 
dining and operations outside. 
Second, the grant will help fund 
an Open-Air Holiday Market in  
Wickford Village. 

Carriage Rides in Wickford

Lobster Trap Tree on Block Island
Photo by Harold Hatfield

Beavertail in wintertime
Photo by PJ Dougherty
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THROUGH DECEMBER
Seal Tour and Nature Cruises: Bring your 
own binoculars to spot migrating harbor 
seals and take in the seasonal sights along 
the Pawcatuck River or Newport Harbor 
on Save The Bay’s naturalist-led cruises. 
Westerly and Newport, SaveBay.org

THROUGH DECEMBER 22
Small Works Holiday Art Show: Find af-
fordable !ne art created by Wickford Art As-
sociation members. Wickford, WickfordArt.org

DECEMBER 2
Holiday Stroll & Luminaria: Hayrides with 
Santa, strolling carolers, and sidewalks lined 
with luminaria. Enjoy a complimentary cup 
of hot chocolate and a cookie to warm you up 
while shopping at local stores running special 
promotions. Downtown Westerly-Pawcatuck, 
OceanChamber.org

DECEMBER 4-6
Narragansett Holiday Fair: In place of 
the traditional Festival of Lights, a spread-

out and outdoor event will host vendors 
and food, along with a virtual Jingle Bell 
Run and tree lighting on Sunday. Facebook: 
Narragansett Chamber of Commerce

DECEMBER 5, 12 & 19
Jamestown Holiday Shopping: Watch 
for festive holiday shopping and special 
events each Saturday before Christmas, 
including special markets, sales, and hap-
penings. Facebook: Jamestown, RI Cham-
ber of Commerce 

Here are events that were confirmed as we wrapped up this issue a few weeks ago. Always be 
sure to check websites and social media for updates, and your local Chamber of Commerce for 
new events being added. Wear a mask and we wish you a happy and healthy holiday season!

SPECIAL EVENTS

Light displays in Westerly 
are sure to enchant all ages 
Photo courtesy of Lisa Konicki



DECEMBER 5-6
Holiday Sale: Peruse glass art by over 30 student 
artists, with a portion of proceeds to benefit the 
Jonnycake Center. Peace Dale, Bosgraaf Studio.com

DECEMBER 7
Jamestown Holiday Stroll: Presented by the 
Jamestown Chamber, this annual event continues 
with storefront window decorating contests along 
with many local businesses participating in various 
ways. JamestownRIChamber.com

DECEMBER 13
"e Geminid Meteor Shower: Head to Frosty 
Drew to marvel at the most merry and bright me-
teor shower of the year, outshining even the moon 
with a greenish hue. Charlestown, FrostyDrew.org

DECEMBER 19
Cinema Under the Stars: Enjoy a movie out-
doors with fur heated blankets, thermos cocktails, 
and a three-course bento box dinner at Weeka-
paug Inn. Starts at 6pm, reservations required:  
888-974-7613.

DECEMBER 23
Yule Log Workshop: Make a reservation to join 
the Ocean House Pastry Team in their Center for 
Wine & Culinary Arts to learn how to prep a fes-
tive yule log at home. OceanHouseEvents.com

SATURDAYS
On Saturday mornings rise and shine to stock up 
on fresh produce and more at the South Kingstown 
Farmers Market (25 W. Independence Way, Kings-
ton) and Coastal Growers Farmers Market held 
at Quest Montessori School (1150 Boston Neck 
Road, Narragansett).

At press time, not all details for special events 
were confirmed, but keep your eyes open all over 
South County for happenings. Watch for holiday 
markets in Wickford, Westerly, and Narragansett; 
live performances on a new outdoor stage at South 
Kingstown’s Pump House; outdoor heated dining 
in Hopkinton, Matunuck, Richmond, and more; 
and glowing igloos popping up in East Greenwich. 
Most of all, let’s bundle up while we keep our col-
lective chins up, grab a hot cocoa, look up at the 
stars, and be glad we live in a state that is showing 
its independent spirit by being so inventive. 

Festive Westerly
Photo courtesy of Lisa Konicki 

Plum Beach Light makes a 
great photo subject for cards 

and virtual backgrounds 
Photo by John Woodmansee
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Open Thurs.-Sun. & 12/21-12/23  1-5pm 

14 Railroad Avenue, Westerly
401-596-2221   •  westerlyarts.com

In the Gallery through December 23rd 
and virtually at westerlyarts.com

please donate art supplies for the Jonnycake Center

Holiday Holiday 
Gift ShowGift Show

Give the Gift of ArtGive the Gift of Art

Your CHOICE,
Your WEIGH to WELL-BEING

A New Program – A New You!

•  10-week program based on 
    your lifestyle and your needs

•  Learn how to:
    Eat healthy & prepare 

            nutritious meals

    Manage stress 

    Increase physical activity

    Control weight 

    Create a strong immune system 

    Gain energy

    Sleep better

    Feel great!

•  Four-week Quick Start option 
    available for weight control 

•  Virtual and in-person program 
    options 

For more information, call 401-793-8790.
An online orientation is available at lifespan.org/center-weight-wellness

FROM THE CREATORS OF 
RAW BOB'S ORGANIC JUICERY

50 Main Street, East Greenwich
www.plantedri.com

241 Main Street, East Greenwich
398-8088 • www.pbbistroandbar.com

Tastes so good, you wouldn't know it was plants!

Plant based catering

statewide delivery
3 days a week

Plant Based Prepared Meals 
Delivered To Your Door

Open for lunch and dinner

Vegan 
comfort foods

Rhode Island's Newest 
Plant Based Eatery
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A Curated Collection of American-Made Jewelry, Clothing,
Accessories, Ceramics,Hand Blown Glass and Clever Gifts

95 watch hill road 95 watch hill road •• westerly, ri  westerly, ri •• 860.961.4678  860.961.4678 •• www.omojewels.com www.omojewels.com

Serving Rhode 
Island since 2003

The Best One-on-One 
Personal Training in

East Greenwich
Serving Rhode Island since 2003

Contact us today to start seeing changes!
Method Fitness Personal Training Studio

61 Cedar Ave, East Greenwich
www.MethodFit.com  |  401.274.6384

Workout safely
Just you and your trainer in our 

beautiful private studio
 Always clean, always sanitized

Rhode Island’s trusted fitness 
professionals
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Life & Style
home  |  entertaining  |  shop

Photos by Norman Joshua Photography, courtesy of Hill & Harbor Design+Build

Paul and Katie Vespia were living in Providence when they decided to head to the suburbs to start a family. The 
couple initially moved to East Greenwich, close to North Kingstown, and while that location was an ideal setting in 
many respects, the pair found themselves missing a city style of life. “Specifically, the walkability,” says Paul. “We 
began to reevaluate where we should live and started to look in the Hill & Harbor District of East Greenwich.”

All is Calm
A historic East Greenwich home is renovated for today’s busy family life



Life & Style  |   home  •  By Elyse Major

Want your home featured in So Rhode Island?
Email Elyse@ProvidenceOnline.com to learn more
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While East Greenwich is indeed a town, in 
fact the eighth oldest in Rhode Island, it has 
a Main Street filled with restaurants, cafes, 
and all kinds of small businesses. The Vespias 
found just what they were looking for in a 
Cape Cod/Colonial built in 1870, still with many 
period details and hardwood floors, tucked in 
a quiet neighborhood just minutes by foot 
from downtown. “We chose the home we live 
in now as it was ideal for a family with small 
children and two parents working from home. 

Layout, yard, separate work space,” says Paul.
After renovating and selling a number of 

historic homes in the Hill & Harbor District, 
the Vespias purchased this home in July 
2019 and began work a month later after 
going through the approval process with 
East Greenwich Historic District Commission 
to add a significant addition to the property. 
As the owner of Hill & Harbor Design+Build, 
a design-focused firm known for navigating 
the approval process in historic districts 

around the state, Paul had a strong sense of 
how to implement what they wanted for the 
home. “For us it’s more about working with the 
existing elements. Like with all of our clients’ 
projects, we strive to preserve characteristics 
of an existing home by highlighting the 

Blue counter stools infuse subtle color 
to the expansive kitchen while providing 

comfortable seating; a trio of banded 
globe pendants bring panache
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charm of the past while integrating modern 
enhancements that complement today’s 
lifestyle, making them feel seamless.” 

Structural updates included opening up 
the first floor with an expansive kitchen and 
separate mudroom and kids’ playroom. “This 
helps us to keep the space clean, especially 
with all our children’s belongings,” says Katie. 
The master suite now has a relaxing sitting area, 
walk-in closet, and large bathroom courtesy of 
an addition to the garage. “We really wanted 
to play o! the modern farmhouse idea. 
Our vision was to create something sleek 
and modern without feeling cold. I think we 
captured it perfectly,” Paul says.

When it comes to decor, both Paul and 
Katie describe their collective sensibilities 
as transitional. “It’s a mix of traditional and 
modern,” Paul explains. “A mainly neutral color 
palette and a mixture of material textures, with 
a hint of mid-century modern.” Katie adds, 
“Keeping the home neutral helps us to easily 
change the feel of the home or evolve our 
design. It’s warm and inviting.”
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Life & Style  |   home  •  By Elyse Major

GET RHODY STYLE

SUPPORT SMALL
The Vespias enjoy walking to Main Street and list the following as top spots to 
patronize: Besos Kitchen, Main Street Coffee, The Patio, and Twisted Pizza. Visit 
EastGreenwichChamber.com for updates on which businesses are open and for 
holiday happenings.

PURPOSEFUL DESIGN
With a mudroom and playroom, there’s a good chance that muddy boots and 
toys aren’t ending up in the Vespia kitchen. The takeaway: rethink areas and des-
ignate for specific uses. This can be as simple as moving a table under a sunny 
window to create a work zone.

FESTIVE TOUCHES
Keeping spaces neutral makes them ready for seasonal switches with colorful 
textiles, like pillows, and other accents.

Even if a home remodel isn’t on your list for Santa, use ideas from 
Paul and Katie Vespia on making the most of where you live.
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Will Y! M"y Me?

M"y Christmas #$
C$pass Rose Jewelry

271 Post Road
West%ly, RI 02891

(401) 637-4877

BIG CITY 
SELECTION 

With Small Town Charm 

AREA’S 
LARGEST
DEALER

•   Seasonal Lease 
Program Available

•    Full Line Of  Ski, 
Snowboard Equipment 
& Clothing

•    Ski/Snowboard Tuning 
& Service Done On-Site

PERSONABLE, KNOWLEDGEABLE & FRIENDLY

Come 
Celebrate our 

20th 
Anniversary!

100 Main Street, Westerly • 596-0375 • Open 7 Days A Week 

WALTER SCOTT CURTICE, MD
Board Certi!ed Family Medicine
Air Force Flight Surgeon
Offering Direct Primary Care, House Calls & Telemedicine 
401-602-7031 • QualityMedicineRI.com

“Thank you for voting me the #1 Physician In South County in 2019!”

QUALITY MEDICINE LLC
MEMBERSHIP PLANS START 
AT $100 A MONTH

•  Telemedicine with Doctor 24/7/365
•  We Treat All Medical Conditions
•  House Calls
•  Private Substance Abuse Treatment
•   Pain Management (if appropriate, 

very strict)
•  Nursing Care
•  Medical Weight Loss
•   W atch Hill Aesthetics: 401-808-2265
   COOLSCULPTING!
Also available at our NEW location in        
West Warwick | 401-828-4838

23 Industrial Drive, Westerly, RI 02891
jonnycake.org        (401) 377-8069

Follow us 
on Instagram!

Like us 
on Facebook!

Please consider making a donation at jonnycake.org 
and help a family in need this season.

When you shop at Jonnycake, 
you help provide funding for our 
Food Pantry and Social Services.

One-of-a-kind gifts, decorations, 
and more at the best prices!

Holiday shopping 
starts here!

THRIFT STORE
Jonnycake Center

of Westerly
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GET YOUR 
SMILE ON!

DENTISTRY FOR AGES 0-18 
Orthodontics for children and adults 
at East Greenwich & Coventry o!ces.

401-828-1171
840 TIOGUE AVENUE, COVENTRY

2358 SOUTH COUNTY TRAIL, EAST GREENWICH

RICHILDRENSDENTISTRY.COM

MERGING DESIGN 

INSPIRATION, QUALITY 

MATERIALS, INDUSTRY 

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERTS 

CRAFTSMANSHIP  

TO DELIVER  

SUPERIOR HOMES

TRANSITION YOUR  

HOME FROM A PLACE  

YOU LIVE TO A  

PLACE YOU LOVE

EXODUS CONSTRUCTION 

91 Point Judith Road, Suite 375 

Narragansett | 782-2700 | ExodusRI.com

EXODUS DESIGN GROUP

351 Liberty Lane, Suite P-16 | W. Kingston 

295-4300 | ExodusDesignRI.com

MOVING TO SALT POND PLAZA SOON!

Lots of Holiday Items!
PLUS • Shoes • Clothing 

• Baskets • Fun Items for Kids

Find us on Facebook for the latest specials!

Come to Jamestown and Stop In!  
20 Narragansett Ave. | (401) 423-1556 x202
Open Mon.–Sat. 9-3 and Sun./Holiday 9-2.
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“ “Families have turned to 
me for all of their Real  
Estate needs for almost 
30 years. 

BARRY GROSS

401-932-3613
BARRYGROSS.COM

FOR LOCAL KNOWLEDGEABLE  
ADVICE & SERVICE EXPERIENCE THE BENEFITS OF FITNESS!

BENEFITNESS
816 Middle Road, East Greenwich  

 401-886-5661 • RIPilates.com

PROVIDING EXPERT EXERCISE ALTERNATIVES 
 FOR YOUR INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

« LIVE & VIRTUAL CLASSES OFFERED «

631 MAIN STREET, EAST GREENWICH 
885-2500 | BLUEPRINT5.COM

TUESDAY-FRIDAY: 10AM-6PM | SATURDAY: 10AM-4PM  
ON SITE TAILORING AVAILABLE

HAPPY  HOL IDAYS 
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Life & Style  |   entertaining •  By  Elyse Major & Alex Morse

COZY
There’s nothing like a fire pit to keep 
things toasty on a winter night, so be sure 
to stock up on dry wood and kindling. 
Small non-permanent fire pits are avail-
able, start at around 24 inches, and don’t 
require any digging – just a flat nonflam-
mable surface. However, if a fire pit isn’t in 
the cards, an alternative focal point can be 
made by filling a group of mason jars with 
tealights to emit flickering light, or wrap-
ping logs with string lights. Keep the chills 
at bay with thermoses always topped o! 
with hot cider and cocoa, along with plen-
ty of mugs. Consider having a basket of 
hand warmers available, too.

COMFY
Pile up blankets and pillows and use 
them to add color, pattern, and softness 
to lawn chairs. Invite guests to bring 
their own blankets, too. Stock up on 
extra masks, mittens, gloves, and caps. 
Morse likes to assemble a “comfy crate” 
for each guest, complete with a lantern, 
blanket, and pillow.

GLOWY
Use lanterns to infuse ambience and 
additional light. Solar path lighting, 
strings of lights, votives in jars, or 
paper bag luminaries are among other  
effective methods.

Remember that snowy day before  
Halloween when the Governor an-
nounced gatherings would be limited to 
10 due to an uptick in COVID cases? For 
many looking forward to hosting friends 
and family, there was a collective know-
ing sigh. But, there’s plenty of ways to 
turn even a small soiree into something 
special. Drawing inspiration from the 
Take It Outside initiative, we’ve assem-
bled ideas for turning an outdoor space 
into a moveable feast – all it takes is a 
ready attitude, seating, layers of color 
and lighting, bottomless thermoses of 
hot drinks, and perhaps some friendly 
spirits and wine.

Solstice Soiree
Grab the plaid for a cabin-inspired Christmas dinner under the stars

Photos by Alex Morse
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235 Main Street 
East Greenwich • 884-3130

343 b Main Street
Wakefield • 783-9400

A cure for the  
Wardrobe Blues…

Clothing  
Jewelry

Accessories 

500 Main Street, East Greenwich • 885-2679 • BackToBasicsNaturalFoods.com 

All of us at Back to Basics Natural Food 
Wish you Joy and Wellness during 

this Holiday Season! 

We have Everything for a 
Healthy Holiday & New Year.

Holidays 
HAPPY

FOODIE
“Red wine, cheese boards, apps, and s’mo-
res are perfect for a socially distant campfire 
night,” says Morse. If planning on serving a 
full dinner, consider setting up a bu!et in-
doors where guests can load plates one at a 
time and six feet apart before heading back 
outside, or pick up a tailgating bu!et kit 
that includes aluminum pans, wire rack, and 
Sterno brand cooking fuel, which is non-tox-
ic and biodegradable. Another route is to 
prepare individual bowls of layered holiday 
dinner faves ahead of time (think: mashed 
potatoes, turkey, cranberry sauce, and gra-
vy) ready to hold and enjoy outside. Hot 
soups and chilis are also good bets.

BEST BETS FOR BLANKETS
Conanicut Marine, Jamestown
The Farmer’s Daughter, Wakefield
Hack & Livery, Hope Valley
Simple Pleasures, Charlestown
Store Four, Wakefield 
URE Outfitters, Hope Valley
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What’s so special about a handmade gift? Well, 
for starters you probably didn’t pick it up as part 
of a shopping errand that included loading a cart 
with a box of cereal, a tube of toothpaste, and a 
new box of Christmas lights. Chances are good 
that you found this unique thing at a destination 
you visited with intent, that you looked at myriad 
selections before spotting something special. 
Buying handmade also means the world to that 
local crafter who can note their inventory sheet is 
now missing some items and that their talent, time, 
and skill are appreciated. Around South County 
there are destinations where you can buy directly 

from makers – places like Peter Pots Pottery where 
you can visit the showroom, housed in the historic 
Glen Rock Mill, nestled in the woods. There’s also 
Fayerweather House, that white cottage you might 
have noticed at the tra!c light en route to URI 
where inside wares range from jewelry, apparel, 
candles, jams, and more, all made by members of 
the Fayerweather Craft Guild. Sometimes you’d 
rather make something yourself and that’s when 
places like Create! Color Studio comes in handy. 
Open for limited in-studio painting by reservation, 
enjoy the process while making something to 
give… or keep for yourself (we won’t tell).

Peter Pots Pottery
West Kingston, 

PeterPots.com

Create!  Color Art Studio
Narragansett, 

CreateColorArtStudio.com

Fayerweather House
Kingston, 

Facebook: Fayerweather Craft Guild

Handmade Holiday

Life & Style  |   Shop  •  By Elyse Major
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This holiday season give 
the gift of renewal and 

relaxation with a 
Pure Eco Spa gift card. 
Pure-fection in a box!

Massage • Sauna • Relaxation Room • Organic Facials • Makeup • Non-toxic Nails

18 Franklin Street  |  Westerly, RI 02891  |  401.326.9459  |  PureEcoSpa.com

LUXURY | ORGANIC | CUSTOM
Skincare Services & Products 

Yes, you can put pure bliss in a box!

629 Succotash Road , Wakefield • 401-783-4202

Now Shipping Seafood 
Anywhere in the United States

RHODYOYSTERS.COM

Pond Side Pick Up, 
Reservations and Gift 
Certificates Available

Beaded necklace,  
Fayerweather House

Towers casserole,  
Peter Pots Pottery

Truck with Tree,  
Create! Color Art Studio

Sea glass map picture,  
Fayerweather House

“Misfit” woolen mittens,  
Fayerweather House



50     SORhodeIsland.com  •  December 2020

W
IC

K
F

O
R

D
 &

 N
O

R
T

H
 K

IN
G

S
T

O
W

N
Happy Holidays 

FROM ALL OF US AT

SAME STORE, SAME LOCATION, 
SAME FRIENDLY KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF

Just A New Name!

NEW EXTENDED HOURS! 
Monday 10-5   |   NOW Tuesday-Saturday 10-6   |   Sunday - Closed

Full Line Pet Store 

6637 Post Road, North Kingstown  •  886-9494 • aquaticsandpetstore.com

   

606 Ten Rod Road, North Kingstown
401-295-2760 • fabricgalleryri.com

In the back and to the left of the Lafayette bldg. 
Look for wood sign Fabric Gallery 

Tuesday – Friday 10 – 5 • Saturday 11 – 3

Because Your Home Matters to You!

Wallpapers • Window Treatments • Bedding 
Upholstery • Slipcovers • Draperies • Shades  

Trims • Shutters • Custom Lampshades

CUSTOM FABRICATION 
DESIGNER SERVICES AVAILABLE

491 Davisville Road, North Kingstown 
884-8300 • bartscarpet.com

At Devils Ft. Road New Traffic Pattern 
Call For Easy Directions

CELEBRATING 
65 YEARS!

CARPET REMNANTS 
PRE-FINISHED HARDWOOD • VINYL 

HARDWOOD • CERAMIC TILE 
LAMINATE •  AREA RUGS

Wickford’s One & Only Wickford’s One & Only 

FISH MARKET FISH MARKET 
On The Water!On The Water!

170 Main Street, Wickford 
401.295.4600 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 10-6,FRIDAY-SUNDAY 9-7
NO HOT FOOD ON MONDAYS: RETAIL ONLY

CHEVY’S CHEVY’S SHACKSHACK
CHOWDER & CLAM CAKES

FULL TAKE OUT MENU
—TUESDAY-SUNDAY—

NOW OPEN! 

LOCATED AT END OF MAIN STREET ON GARDNER’S WHARF

Serving Rhode Island Since 1991

Full Service Printing & Copying 
Signs • Business Cards • Blue Print 
Copies • Banners • Graphic Design

6770 Post Rd, N. Kingstown
885-6262 • Fax: 885-6402

PrintWorldRI.com     

Mention this ad and 
receive 15% OFF 

your first order!

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
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4 Brown Street, Wickford  •  603-9269

Flavor 
Isn't Everything, 

It's the 
only thing

THE IMPRESSED 

OLIVE 1

Quality Oils, 
Vinegar & More

— WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA —

30-70% OFF
Retail Prices on

Wickford Gourmet
Factory Outlet

DINNERWARE • GLASSWARE
COOKWARE • FLATWARE

CUTLERY • LINENS & MORE!

Quality • Value • Selection
— OPEN 7 DAYS —

21 West Main Street
401-294-8430

IN THE HEART OF WICKFORD VILLAGE

The Nordic Beach 
The Nordic Beach 

Wrap is here!
Wrap is here!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK •  MON-SAT 10-5 & SUNDAY 12-5

199 Wayland Avenue, Providence • 421-0250 
89 Brown Street, Wickford • 294-6266

HABITAT

CUT LOOSE

LIV

TRIBAL

DANSKO

SPRING STEP

& SO MUCH MORE!

Super soft & cozy 
Super soft & cozy 

in 9 colors
in 9 colors
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HOME 
DELIVERY 

AVAILABLE

1365 Fall River Avenue, Seekonk
508-336-6800 • TonysFreshSeafood.com

fresh local fish & shellfish
prepared foods

 fine wine  • craft beers

Call today For Pre-Paid 
Pre-Order Curbside Pick Up! Through Whatsgood

https://sourcewhatsgood.com/

Ocean State Veterinary Specialists and Bay State Veterinary Emergency 
Services offer emergency care 24 hours per day 365 days a year

 SPECIALIZED AND EMERGENCY CARE FOR YOUR PETS

•  Servicing dogs, cats, pocket pets, reptiles and birds

•  Board Certified Specialists available by appointment
•  Specialty services include: Internal Medicine, Radiology,
    Surgery, Oncology, Neurology, Cardiology, 
    Ophthalmology, Avian/Exotics & Critical Care
•  We are fully equipped with the latest 
    advances in veterinary technology 
    including MRI and CT

1480 South County Trail
East Greenwich, RI 02818

401.886.6787
www.osvs.net

OCEAN STATE
VETERINARY 
SPECIALISTS

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

76 Baptist Street at the 
intersection of Rts 6 & 136 

Swansea, MA 02777
508.379.1233
www.bsves.net

BAY STATE 
VETERINARY

EMERGENCY SERVICES

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
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In a hole in a ground there lived a hobbit – well, not exactly, but it’s 

easy to imagine when you lay eyes on an oversized round door set 

into hillside boulders. This is The Preserve Sporting Club’s latest 

venture, an enchanting private dining experience that transports 

patrons from Richmond, Rhode Island to Middle Earth.

“Now more than ever, travelers are seeking an escape from reali-

ty,” says Daniel A. Hostettler, president of Ocean House Management. 

“The Maker’s Mark Hobbit House is unlike anything else that exists.”

The storybook feel continues inside with a massive hearth, can-

dlelight, wooden chairs, scattered pillows and faux fur, and custom 

table. For a price, parties up to eight can reserve the Hobbit House 

for an immersive evening of chef-prepared courses and cocktails 

made with Maker’s Mark specialty bourbon. The menu is just as in-

ventive as the setting it’s served in: wild game sausage and local 

cheeses, bourbon glazed quail, and a winter berry cobbler baked in 

iconic Le Creuset cast iron. Each course pairs nicely with a partic-

ular whiskey, including Maker’s Mark’s exclusive Preserve Reserve, 

which is the final pour of the night as patrons settle around the fire-

pit under the stars. Even Tolkien might have raised a glass to that. 

PreserveSportingClub.com | By Megan Schmit

Photo courtesy of Preserve Sporting Club

Food & Drink
comfort food  |  delish deviled eggs

HOBBIT HOUSE
Be transported to Middle Earth for a special evening of whimsy and whiskey
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“It’s been hard,” Dan Hebert, owner of Dan’s 
Place, tells me over the phone. Over nine 
months have passed since we met in person 
at Hebert’s restaurant in West Greenwich. 
That was before COVID-19 turned the econo-
my, and Rhode Island’s restaurant industry in 
particular, topsy-turvy. When the pandemic 
hit, Hebert shut down in-person dining but 
continued doing takeout. “We began online 
ordering in January, right after the holidays. 
That definitely helped us out, we were able 
to work out the kinks before COVID hit.” 

The restaurant reopened its dining room at 
the end of July at 66 percent capacity. They’ve 
done everything possible to keep customers 

and sta! safe, including adding UV lights to 
the HVAC units. His customers appreciate the 
extra precautions. There are up to one-hour 
waits at peak times for in-house dining and 
takeout. (Pro-tip: arrive or order before 4pm 
or after 7pm to avoid the wait.)

A former Marine, Hebert nearly joined 
the Rhode Island State Police but fate in-
tervened. A few days after he turned in his 
application to join the force, Hebert saw a 
pizza place for sale. He called the police 
department and told them to rip up his ap-
plication. One month later, he opened Dan’s 
Pizza Place – a small pizzeria in a strip mall 
on Victory Highway.

Demand was such that Hebert built the cur-
rent restaurant in 2009. The original location 
wasn’t big enough to do much more than the 
standard pizza, pasta, and calzones. So when 
he expanded to the 4,400 square foot loca-
tion, the larger restaurant meant an expanded 
menu featuring over 192 base items.

Throughout the pandemic, even work-
ing with a skeleton staff, Hebert never cut 
down their extensive menu, which includes 
the perfect comfort food for our pandem-
ic times: poutine. Crisp French fries are 
smothered in peppery gravy (Hebert uses a 
combination of chicken and beef). The fries 
are topped off with cheese curds and then 

The Fries the Limit
From pizza to poutine, Dan’s Place serves up comfort food right when we need it most

Food & Drink  |   comfort food •  By Karen Greco
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Order yours today at 
MobyDDesigns.Etsy.com   

401-742-2223
Visit FB: MobyDDesigns 

to view local store locations!

QUOTES ON A 
CLAM SHELL

STOCKING STUFFER MUST HAVE!  

1300 Ten Rod Road 
North Kingstown, RI

dena.disano@kw.com

Dena
DiSano

Sales Associate

401.787.2948

MIDDLETOWN
BRISTOL
NORTH KINGSTOWN

One More Time
CLOTHING • JEWELRY • ACCESSORIES

406D Main Street, Wakefield • 782.8414
OneMoreTimeRI.com

ANY ONE ITEM 
WITH THIS COUPON

20 % OFF

One coupon per person. 
Not to be combined 
with any other o!er. 
Expires 12/31/2020

“It’s been hard,” Dan Hebert, owner of Dan’s 
Place, tells me over the phone. Over nine 
months have passed since we met in person 
at Hebert’s restaurant in West Greenwich. 
That was before COVID-19 turned the econo-
my, and Rhode Island’s restaurant industry in 
particular, topsy-turvy. When the pandemic 
hit, Hebert shut down in-person dining but 
continued doing takeout. “We began online 
ordering in January, right after the holidays. 
That definitely helped us out, we were able 
to work out the kinks before COVID hit.” 

The restaurant reopened its dining room at 
the end of July at 66 percent capacity. They’ve 
done everything possible to keep customers 

and sta! safe, including adding UV lights to 
the HVAC units. His customers appreciate the 
extra precautions. There are up to one-hour 
waits at peak times for in-house dining and 
takeout. (Pro-tip: arrive or order before 4pm 
or after 7pm to avoid the wait.)

A former Marine, Hebert nearly joined 
the Rhode Island State Police but fate in-
tervened. A few days after he turned in his 
application to join the force, Hebert saw a 
pizza place for sale. He called the police 
department and told them to rip up his ap-
plication. One month later, he opened Dan’s 
Pizza Place – a small pizzeria in a strip mall 
on Victory Highway.

Demand was such that Hebert built the cur-
rent restaurant in 2009. The original location 
wasn’t big enough to do much more than the 
standard pizza, pasta, and calzones. So when 
he expanded to the 4,400 square foot loca-
tion, the larger restaurant meant an expanded 
menu featuring over 192 base items.

Throughout the pandemic, even work-
ing with a skeleton staff, Hebert never cut 
down their extensive menu, which includes 
the perfect comfort food for our pandem-
ic times: poutine. Crisp French fries are 
smothered in peppery gravy (Hebert uses a 
combination of chicken and beef). The fries 
are topped off with cheese curds and then 

The Fries the Limit
From pizza to poutine, Dan’s Place serves up comfort food right when we need it most

Food & Drink  |   comfort food •  By Karen Greco

the dish goes in the oven until the cheese 
gets gooey and stringy.

According to Hebert, the curds make 
all the difference. Cheese curds, usually 
made from cheddar, are the by-product of 
the cheese-making process. Unlike ched-
dar cheese blocks, curds are not aged, 
which also makes them nearly impossible 
to find outside of a dairy farm. The curds 
Dan’s Place uses come from Wisconsin, 
the American cheese curd mecca. (Ca-
nadian curds prove too much of a bor-
der-crossing challenge.)

“You want curds that squeak between your 
teeth,” he tells me, handing me one to try. It’s 

surprisingly springy and light in texture with a 
mild cheddar flavor. And, yes, it squeaks.

A firm believer in giving back, Hebert 
raffles a brand new motorcycle every 
year, displayed over the bar, for charity. 
Because of coronavirus, this year’s raffle 
raising money for suicide awareness was 
postponed to June 2021. Hebert may be 
West Greenwich’s Pizza Guy, but Dan’s 
Place transcends his mighty pie.

Dan’s Place
880 Victory Hwy, West Greenwich

392-3092 • DansPlace.com

Order off the menu or 
build your own pizza
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A Retro Spread That’s Hard to Beat
Rosie’s Deviled Eggs brings a taste of nostalgia to any gathering

Making a comeback from the era of chilled 
hors d’oeuvre platters garnished with 
green olives and carved radishes, deviled 
eggs have been popping up on appetizer 
menus with some esteem over the past few 
years. In Schuyler TenEyck’s family, though, 
the paprika-dusted finger food never went 
out of style. “Our retro deviled eggs have a 
way of bringing a smile to those who taste 
them,” she says, “whether it be for the first 
or the 20th time.” Based in Warwick, Ten-
Eyck started Rosie’s Deviled Eggs to share 
her family’s fine-tuned recipe with Rhode 
Islanders – keeping the nostalgia in classic 
flavors always at the core. 

The name comes from TenEyck’s 
great-grandmother Marion Rose Stevens, 
an entertaining prowess whose deviled egg 
recipe was the star of family gatherings and 

described as “nothing fancy, but sure tast-
ed good.” But in between Grandma Stevens’ 
picnic pick-me-up and the founding of Ten-
Eyck’s business, her dad’s deviled eggs were 
passed around at tailgating parties while 
rooting for the Pats. “Some of my best mem-
ories come from going to these tailgates 
with my dad during which food was not 
only important but also unifying,” TenEyck 
recalls. “I knew I wanted to get these special 
eggs out to more people, but I also knew it  
wouldn’t be easy.” 

The timing was finally right earlier this 
year. Armed with a recently earned de-
gree in communication studies from URI 
and a slew of egg taste-testers in the form 
of family and friends, TenEyck took her 
COVID-19 lockdown daydream to food in-
cubator Hope & Main to officially launch 

Rosie’s Deviled Eggs. She started with clas-
sic mayo-based spice-filled delicacies – all 
gluten-free and keto-friendly – before ex-
panding into bacon-topped and spicy jala-
peño varieties, plus decadent charcuterie 
boards. Dozens of farmers market appear-
ances and pop-ups later, and with some 
help from younger sister Laurel, Grandma 
Stevens lives on in TenEyck’s perfectly cu-
rated platters. According to TenEyck, “Dev-
iled eggs are a labor of love, but I wouldn’t  
have it any other way.” 

Bring a little nostalgia to a holiday spread 
or a snack to your fave outdoor bar this 
month with ready-made eggs available in six-
packs, trays, or seasonal charcuterie boards. 
Shop online for pickup and follow along on 
Instagram @rosies_deviled_eggs for pop-
ups and events. RosiesDeviledEggs.com

Food & Drink  |   delish deviled eggs •  By Abbie Lahmers
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LikeOysters?
A         to open ‘em?

1 2
FAST, SAFE, EASY!

Over 1 MILLION oysters opened without injury! 

Opens horizontally,
keep juices in the shell

Now ANYONE can open Oysters!
207-563-1146

www.awshucksoysteropener.com

THE ULTIMATE GIFT
FOR OYSTER LOVERS

207-563-1146 • 207-592-4775207-592-4775
www.awshucksoysteropener.com

MOSES BROWN SCHOOL
Providence, RI 02906

Nursery-Grade 12, Co-Ed
Mosesbrown.org

Open House: Jan. 9, 2021
Visit mosesbrown.org/admission for more information.

Overwhelmingly, my teachers have been obviously 
enthusiastic about sharing their expertise, incredibly 
thoughtful in their interactions with students, and 
excellent role models for others in our community.”

NOW OPEN IN NORTH KINGSTOWN
7400 Post Road, North Kingstown • 401-267-0007 • DragonPalaceNK.com

COVENTRY 
577 Tiogue Avenue • 401-828-0100 

DragonPalaceRI.com

WYOMING 
1210 Main Street • 401-539-1112
DragonPalaceRichmond.com

SOUTH KINGSTOWN
733 Kingstown Road • 401-789-2308 

DragonPalaceWakefield.com

AVAILABLE FOR TAKEOUT ONLY



Happy Holidays!
Westerly Library and Wilcox Park

ABOUT LINDA
@lll_images

Based in Westerly, I was born and 
raised in Newport. Photography 

has been a favorite hobby of 
mine since high school. I love to 
be outdoors, and over the past 
few years, I have developed an 
interest in photographing the 

natural beauty of our area.

South County ScenesSouth County ScenesSouth County Scenes



Local Knowledge, Global Network
SERVING ALL OF RHODE ISLAND

GustaveWhite.com | 401.596.8081
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

NEWPORT: ‘Benjamin F. Downing House’ on Historic Hill – $1,975,000

NEWPORT: Stunning Architect-Designed Estate – $3,325,000 SOUTH KINGSTOWN: Secluded 11 ½ acres on Yawgoo Pond – $979,000

NEWPORT: ELEGANT 1750 Historic Gem 
on The Point – $1,100,000

SOUTH KINGSTOWN: Fabulous 4-Bedroom 
Retreat on 2+ Acres – $775,000

RICHMOND: Secluded 19+ Acre 
Compound – $750,000

Middletown: ‘Sachuest Farm’  3.8+ 
Acres – $1,500,000

NEWPORT: Charming Two-Bedroom 
Cottage – $620,000

NEWPORT: Stunning Historic Hill Condo  
Conversion – from $1,295,000

NEWPORT: Masterfully Renovated Classic Brick Gem – $2,995,000

NEW PRICE



Barrington 
401.245.9600

Cumberland 
401.333.9333

East Greenwich 
401.885.8400

Narragansett 
401.783.2474

Providence 
401.274.6740

West Side PVD 
401.457.3400

Westport MA 
508.636.4760

Relocation 
800.886.1775

93 Wagner Road
Westerly
$4,078,500 | 401.783.2474

211 Sunnybrook Farm Road
Narragansett
$1,450,00 | 401.965.4520

21 Watson Avenue
Narragansett
$750,000 | 401.965.4520

0 Westwind Drive
Jamestown
$1,497,500 | 401.640.0170

47 Burbank Avenue
Narragansett
$795,000 | 401.935.1200

25 Shore Road
Narragansett
$750,000 | 401.595.7271

SOLD


